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ABSORBABLE SUTURES
THE STRENGTH YOU NEED FOR THE CHOICES YOU MAKE

SUTURE STRENGTH RETENTION (DAYS)

0 10 20 30 40 50

In vivo strength retention: 
Undyed
50% at 1 week 
20% at 2 weeks 
Dyed (violet)
60% at 1 week 
30% at 2 weeks

In vivo strength retention§:
75% at 2 weeks
50% at 3 weeks
25% at 4 weeks

In vivo strength retention:
4/0 and smaller
60% at 2 weeks
40% at 4 weeks
35% at 6 weeks

In vivo strength retention: 
50% at 5 days
0% at 10 to 14 days

In vivo strength retention: 
Undyed
0% at 1 week 
30% at 2 weeks
Dyed (violet)
60% at 1 week 
30% at 2 weeks

In vivo strength retention§:
75% at 2 weeks 
50% at 3 weeks (6-0 and larger)
40% at 3 weeks (7-0 and smaller)
25% at 4 weeks (6-0 and larger)

In vivo strength retention:
4/0 and smaller
60% at 2 weeks
40% at 4 weeks
35% at 6 weeks

3/0 and larger
80% at 2 weeks
70% at 4 weeks
60% at 6 weeks

3/0 and larger
80% at 2 weeks
70% at 4 weeks
60% at 6 weeks

91-119 days

56-70 days

182-238 days

42 days

91-119 days

56-70 days

182-238 days

SUTURE BRAND MATERIAL SIZES FREQUENT USES BSR† PROFILE ABSORPTION RATE
‡

       Essentially complete by:

Antibacterial
Monofilament
Dyed & Undyed

Antibacterial
Braided
Dyed & Undyed

Antibacterial
Monofilament
Dyed & Undyed

Braided
Undyed

Monofilament
Dyed & Undyed

Braided
Dyed & Undyed

Monofilament
Dyed & Clear

Soft tissue approximation: 
   Ligation    Vaginal cuff 
   Skin repairs 
   Bowel 
   Peritoneum 
   Uterus 

Soft tissue approximation:
   Ligation
   General closure
   Bowel
   Orthopedic surgery

Soft tissue approximation:
   Fascia closure 
   Blood vessel anastomoses  
   Pediatric cardiovascular and ophthalmic procedures,

except for contact with the cornea or sclera
   Patients with compromised wound healing conditions
   Ophthalmic surgery, except for contact with the cornea or sclera 
   Orthopedic surgery

Skin: 
   Episiotomy repair 
   Lacerations under casts 
   Mucosa in oral cavity 
   Skin repairs where rapid absorption may be beneficial, 

excluding: over joints and high-stress areas

Soft tissue approximation: 
   Ligation    Vaginal cuff 
   Skin repairs 
   Bowel 
   Peritoneum 
   Uterus 

Soft tissue approximation: 
  

Soft tissue approximation:
   Fascia closure 
   Blood vessel anastomoses 
   Pediatric cardiovascular and ophthalmic procedures 
   Patients with compromised wound healing
   Ophthalmic surgery    Orthopedic surgery

6/0 through 1

5/0 through 2

6/0 through 1

8/0 through 1

6/0 through 1

9/0 through 3

7/0 through 2
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Please refer always to the Instructions for Use/Package Insert that come 
with the device for the most current and complete instructions.

Johnson & Johnson Medical Limited Pinewood Campus, 
Nine Mile Ride, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 3EW, UK

© Johnson & Johnson Medical Limited 2020, 141808-200529 UK  

† BSR=breaking strength retention (tensile strength of suture in vivo)
‡ Time necessary for suture to dissolve, leaving no detectable traces in tissues 
§ Sizes 6/0 through 1

Ligation 
General closure
Ophthalmic surgery
Bowel
Orthopedic surgery
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